Antioch School District 34 Families,
I hope this email finds you, your student(s), your families, and your loved ones healthy and well.
If you are in need of anything, please know you can reach out…we stand ready to support as best
as we are able.
Today marks the beginning of our final week of instruction for this school year. I find it
particularly important to articulate just how unconventional and unusual this ending is. For more
than two months, our reality became something that none of us had imagined nor truly prepared
for. In the face of uncertainty and confusion, collectively, we all worked to make the best out of a
difficult and challenging situation. I am incredibly proud of and thankful for everyone that
stepped up to fill all kinds of roles and voids. Families, in particular, bore the brunt of the impact
and overnight, parents and guardians became part of a profession they may not have chosen. In
District 34, we are deeply appreciative of your efforts, understanding, and unspeakable support.
Collectively, we learned, we taught, we grew, we collaborated, we adapted, and, now, we have
found ourselves at the conclusion of a trying year. Sure, there were bumps, failures, and missteps,
but everyone did and is doing their best. That is all I ask of my two daughters at home and all we
could have asked from our learning community during our navigation of this pandemic and
unexpected closure of on-site instruction.
As you head through this week, please find the time to take stock in all that we have
accomplished and all you have withstood. You inspire and motivate me. I am so fortunate,
humbled, and honored to be a part of Antioch School District 34. We are surrounded by love,
support, trust, and each other. While separated by distance, it feels as though we have grown
together. The genuine care, dedication, and kindness that has shown itself in the midst of crisis,
frustration, and the unknown has been remarkable. In showing resolve, a willingness to learn and
try new things, and serving in capacities for which we never volunteered, I am so proud of our
students, staff, families, and community. I knew I was coming to a special place and the last two
plus months have shown me just how special it really is.
As we look toward and plan for the summer, please know how profoundly grateful I am to be
here, with and for you. Antioch School District 34 has shown itself and everyone watching that it
can navigate anything and in doing so, we come together, lean in, and step up.
Now, as we look toward and plan for next school year, I want to provide some important updates.
At this time, it is uncertain under what circumstances, restrictions, and/or reality we will find
ourselves in August. As a District, we intend on preparing for a variety of scenarios and commit
to communicating as often as we are able in anticipation for the school year. We are in the
process of seating a Task Force that will be charged with keenly evaluating our needs and plans
as they relate to teaching and learning, social emotional wellness and connection, scheduling,
precautions, logistics, materials and supplies, communication, etc. In not yet knowing what the
Fall will look like, we are focused on being informed, transparent, prudent, and prepared.
To that end, we are monitoring the information coming from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, the Illinois Department of Public Health, the Lake County Health Department, and
the Illinois State Board of Education. All of these organizations have and continue to release
updated information, guidance, and recommendations. All of our decisions will be informed by
and in accordance with the critical input of these factual sources. Additionally, we will continue

our collaboration, coordination, and consultation with various local agencies and neighboring school
districts.
Our current planning includes careful consideration of and programming prepared to navigate four
different possibilities, come this Fall. In reality, we may be ebbing and flowing in and out of a few of
these, therefore we are focused on developing robust plans with enough flexibility to withstand a fluid
reality. We are currently developing plans for the following circumstances to start and progress through
the year:





Full return to on-site learning
Remote Learning
Hybrid (on-site combined with remote learning)
Intermittent Remote Learning (remote learning for periods of time, based on guidance,
directives, mandates, etc.)

As plans are developed and information becomes available, we intend on being as communicative as
possible. We want to know and seek to understand the health, wellness, practical, educational, socialemotional, and familial impacts of these scenarios, options, and possible realities.
Your trust, patience, flexibility, and partnership are greatly appreciated in this uncertain time and
unknown future.
For now, please finish this week strong and have a wonderful summer break! I am so thankful for you
and hoping the best for you, your student(s), your families, and your loved ones!
Updates and resources:






Messages from Dr. Hubbard:
o Here is a video I recorded while making deliveries with the Antioch Traveling Closet this
past Saturday: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ATDwugZn0Lo
o Here is a heartfelt message of gratitude on Memorial Day:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DhxGUME0gCQ
End-of-Year:
o An enormous shout-out goes to everyone that has been working safely and feverishly to
pack up student belongings, classrooms, and learning spaces the past few weeks. With
item pick up and drop off happening at AUGS last week and the rest of the buildings this
week, it is really important for everyone to know that we recognize how much work has
gone into the coordination and troubleshooting of this Herculean task. Thanks, too, to
all the families for helping us in returning and retrieving belongings!
o Beginning Monday, June 1, all school buildings will be closed until further notice.
During the summer, our Administrative Services Center will be open and staffed
Monday - Thursday. AUGS will continue to provide grab-n-go lunches Monday – Friday.
COVID-19 Resources and Guidance:
o Illinois State Board of Education
 Return to School Transition Documents
 Part 1 – Considerations for Closing the 19-20 School Year and Summer
2020



 Part 2 (and possibly others) – Forthcoming – Focused on Fall Return
o Health Related Information
 Restore IL Phase Dashboard
 Guidance on the Use of Masks by the General Public
o Reopening - Schools
 CDC Reopening Recommendations
 Return to School Roadmap
 COSN – Evaluate your Back to School Readiness
For Families:
o ISBE Family FAQ on Where to Find Help
o ISBE Remote Learning FAQs for Families
o These times we are facing are unchartered and parenting has become more complex
than ever. Learning is more than just teaching the academics; social emotional learning,
or SEL, is more important than ever. Here’s a resource that provides families with social
emotional learning support as well as additional resources for learning at home:
 https://www.weareteachers.com/social-emotional-learning-at-home/
o These times have proven to be difficult, especially creating balance around work, child
care, and self-care for both parents and children. In order to support the social and
emotional needs of the students and parents during these unique times, the Child Mind
Institute has created a website specifically for Covid-19. Their website includes a daily
tip for parents, information in regards to telehealth evaluations and treatment for
ADHD, mood disorder, anxiety disorder, autism spectrum disorder, and learning
disorders. The website also includes a link for tips for Covid-19 for children and
adolescents. Furthermore, the site provides information for the following:
 Coping with the Coronavirus Crisis
 Autism and the Coronavirus
 Managing Anxiety
 Discipline and Behavior
 Remote Learning
 Dealing with Loss
 Supporting Families During Covid-19
o Ending The School Year 2020



This year is a very different way to end the school year. Here are some things to
consider as we transition to summer:
o Recognize the loss that you may be feeling at the end of
year. You may be feeling the loss about not getting a chance to
say goodbye to your friends or to your teachers or for not
getting to participate in the end of year activities. Maybe you
miss the excitement you feel looking forward to summer.

o

o
o

o
o

o
o
o

What emotions are you feeling (worried about next year or
happy the school is over)? Give yourself permission to feel a mix
of emotions.
Journal, draw, make a video or talk to someone about your
feelings.
Write or make a video about memories you had this school
year. What were your favorite moments? What were your most
challenging moments?
Keep a routine including sleep habits, eating healthy, and
exercise.
Research next year. Are you transitioning to another grade or
going to a different school. Look at your teacher web pages for
next year or talk to another student from that grade or school.
Tell someone at the school about any changes in your
household.
Email a teacher or a staff member to say goodbye.
Take a deep breath and remember we are all in this together.
 For Teens: Practice mindfulness
http://mindfulnessforteens.com
 For Elementary Students & Teens:
https://copingskillsforkids.com/deepbreathing-exercises-for-kids

Be and stay well. Remember, you, your student(s), and your family are valued, appreciated, supported,
and loved in D34!

Proud and grateful,
Dr. Bradford Hubbard

