
SPRING 2023

PAGE 25

PAGE 4

Alumni Return
Home to Impact
Student Culture

Emmons Bursts
Forward with Music

PAGE 10

Learn
More
About
These
Changes 
PAGE 5

VILLAGE BOARD PASSES ORDINANCE TO ALLOW GOLF CARTS ON ROADWAYS PAGE 12

We Need Your Help!
We’d like to know how you’d like to receive 

each issue — use the QR code to tell us

From the Top
An interview with
Mark Scarpelli of

Raymond Chevrolet
& Raymond KIA

  



Connections Magazine I Spring 2023

 A
re

a
 M

a
p

2

AREA MAP

- Emmons
   District 33

Connections, a quarterly magazine in publication since 2015, is a collaborative effort among several taxpayer- 
supported organizations to keep residents informed about news and events in Antioch, Lake Villa, and Lindenhurst. We 
appreciate your feedback. Please send comments or questions to connections@chsd117.org.

Check AntiochChamber.org for more information

Wizards Weekend Day
4 Fun Magical Events in One 

Day!
Saturday, June 24th

1) Kids School of Magic, 9-11:30, Kids ages 7-13  
2) Wizard Magical Town, 10-4 pm, Experience Magical 

Moments in Downtown shops.
3) Wizard Pop Up Magical Crafters, 10-3 pm, downtown.

4) Magical Meet Ups-Meet your favorite Wizards for 
photo ops 1-4.

Sponsored by Raymond Chevrolet-Kia

Taste of Summer Festival with 
Sidewalk Sales

July 13-14-15-16th
Join us July 13-16 for 4 Days of Food, Music, Carnival, 
and Sidewalk Sales. Musical fun for the whole family. 

Free admission for everyone. Also enjoy sidewalk sales 
around downtown shops. Musical performances by: 

7th Heaven, Hi Infidelity, Think Floyd, Johnny Russler & 
The Beach Bum Band, Logan Ramey’s Tribute to Elvis 
and more community fun! Visit AntiochChamber.org. 

Sponsored by Raymond Chevrolet-Kia.

 Musical Light Show
July 13-14-15

Enjoy the Taste Musical Light Show each night for a 
burst of Music and Lights inside the Bandshell, July 
13-14-15.  Free admission for this spectacular event. 
Visit AntiochChamber.org. Sponsored by Raymond 

Chevrolet-Kia.

Events are generously sponsored by Raymond Chevrolet-Kia



Spring 2023 I Connections Magazine 3

Ta
b

le
 o

f C
o

n
te

n
ts

Spring 2023

table of contents

LAKE VILLA SCHOOL DISTRICT 41

Students Get in Touch With Their Senses
PAGE 26

departments

CONNECTIONS

elementary school districts

16  Antioch School 
District 34

  Teachers Win “Those Who Excel” 
Awards

25  Emmons School 
District 33

26  Lake Villa School 
District 41

  Check Out Our New App & Website

people & places

5  Community High 
School District 117

  We Are Making Changes to 
Meet Reader Preferences 
& Save Resources

12 Village of Antioch
 Spring Is In the Air! Almost.

22 Antioch Township

27 Lake Villa Township

28  Antioch Public 
Library District

4 From the Top
  Learn about Mark Scarpelli’s 

charitable work



Connections Magazine I Spring 2023

F
ro

m
 T

h
e

 T
o

p

from the top
get to know our community leaders

In your own words... 
I was raised here and grew up in the auto business. My 
first job consisted of cleaning cars, working in our parts 
department, body shop and service and sales departments 
during in high school and college before I graduation. I had 
a unique opportunity to experience all areas of the dealer-
ship and work in each respective department. After college I 
was hired by General Motors, in the Boston area. They then 
moved me to Lansing Michigan where I was a traveling sales 
District Manager. A few years later, I knew my place was 
back home at our family business. That was was 37 years 
ago. Today, we’ve grown to 4 rooftops in 2 area communi-
ties employing more the 300 team members. I’m proud to 
continue my family’s legacy and hope for it to continue for 
many years to come.

Tell us about your charitable work... 
I’m very proud to be a member of our great community. I 
was raised here and always remember our community and 
always want to see it prosper. I’ve had the great honor to 
donate to many organizations in our community. It has 
been so rewarding to be able to help many causes over the 
years, such as, Local Scouts Girls & Boys, all the grade and 
high schools, local drivers education programs, Open Arms 
Mission, Antioch Traveling Closet, local senior centers, 
Antioch Movie theater, annual Shop With a Cop at Christ-
mas, Antioch Taste of Antioch, Antioch Historical Society, 
Annual Sailors Dinner at the VFW Hall, Antioch Lions Club 
Chicken BBQ annual car giveaway, numerous car donations 
over the years and many more that are done anonymously. 
Our community has been so great to us — I never forget and 
want to give back in any way we possibly can. I will never 
stop giving back!

It might surprise you to know...
We’ve sold over 75,000 automobiles in the last 25 years. We 
are in the top two contributors to Antioch’s tax base.

Favorite 
memory about 
our community
Growing up in the area, 
I attended St. Peter’s and 
then Antioch High School. 
Many of my classmates, 
who also grew up in the 
community, are local 
business owners, villiage 
trustees and educators.

Favorite sports 
teams
I love baseball and auto 
racing. The Cubs have 
always been a favorite and especially Ron Santo Cubs Great 
#10. Ron was a customer at our dealership and a personal 
family friend.

Favorite free-time activity
Boating, golf and cycling. 

Favorite food
Italian, of course. My favorite Italian food in the area was for 
sure my moms! She made the best homemade meatballs and 
red sauce! THE BEST!

Favorite movie
I’ve always liked action movies. James Bond and Top Gun are 
on top of the list.

Favorite Quote/inspirational message
Don’t give up...never give up.

Greatest lesson you’ve learned
Life isn’t a sprint, take your time along the way. 

DETAILS

Mark Scarpelli
Dealer/Owner Raymond Chevrolet, Raymond KIA

Position tenure: 37 years

 Chairman, Chicago Auto Show and Board Chairman 2007-2008

 Chairman, National Automobile Dealers Association, Washington D.C., 2017-2018 Represented 16,500 New car Dealers Nationally 

 Proud co-owner of a family business with Ray, Jr. and Raymond, Sr.

  Honored Commencement speaker at my ala mater, Northwood University, 2017 and awarded an Doctor of Laws Degree

4
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C
onnections Magazine is a quarterly publication 
highlighting various entities that serve the commu-
nities of Antioch, Lake Villa, Lindenhurst, and Old 
Mill Creek. Each quarter 

our community members receive 
a copy of the magazine filled with 
stories celebrating our schools, 
communities and upcoming events.

The magazine is developed 
through various entities providing 
content and materials for inclusion 
in the upcoming editions. We have 
heard many compliments on the 
publication and look forward to 
continuing to celebrate our com-
munities in the future.

How Connections is 
Evolving
As we embark on our 8th year in 
the publication of the magazine we 
believe that it is time to evolve to best meet the needs of our 
communities. This evolution is necessary to ensure we can 
continue to provide the stories that have made Connections 
a center point for our communities. 

If you didn’t already know, Connections has always 

maintained an online archive of all of the issues you have 
seen in the print format. As more and more people consume 
their community news online, we plan to capture significant 

savings by reducing the number of 
paper copies we print each month. 
All past editions and new stories 
can be found at connections-
mag.com

We still want to make the print 
version of the magazine available 
to all of our residents who want 
one. Residents have two options 
for getting a paper copy of the 
magazine.
1.  You can follow this link to pick 

your preferred format with our 
online survey.

2.  You can also always stop by and 
pick up a paper copy at any of 
these community locations:

Pick up a paper copy at these locations
•  District 117 Central Office/Antioch Township Office- 1625 

Deep Lake Road, Lake Villa
•  District 34 Central Office- 964 Spafford St., Antioch
•  Antioch Community Library- 757 N. Main Street, Antioch

We Are Making Changes to Meet 
Reader Preferences & Save Resources
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letter from Superintendent Feucht

S
pring is a time of renewal in the beautiful forest 
preserves and lakefronts we are blessed with in our 
communities. In our schools, it is a time when our 
staff keep two questions running in their heads as 

they approach their work: 1. How can we support every stu-
dent’s success to ensure they have a great culmination to the 
school year?, and 2. What goals can we identify as the most 
important priorities for our planning in order to be ready to 
hit the ground running in August?

Here Community High School District #117, we are excit-
ed to tackle the second question by conducting a review and 
revision of our strategic plan this spring with a large coalition 
that will include current students, families, and staff. We are 
also going beyond our current students and staff to reach out 
to businesses in the community, our partners in higher edu-
cation, community organizations, alumni, and our counter-
part elementary school districts to ensure that this coalition 
represents diverse interests from throughout the community. 

Including a broad representation of members from dif-
ferent life and career paths will be important, as we plan to 
add to our current mission (“ignite passion and discovery 

in every student”) by developing a 
new “Portrait of a D117 Graduate” 
that will identify the most im-
portant competencies our com-
munity wants all of our graduates 
to possess when they leave our 
schools. This portrait of a graduate 
will serve as the north star for our 
continuous improvement work as 
a district in the years to come. 

We are excited to convene this 
coalition for a series of meetings beginning in early March. If 
you missed our call for volunteers in February and are inter-
ested in still getting included in the group before we begin, 
please email me as soon as possible at jeff.feucht@chsd117.
org and we will include you as our capacity allows.

Jeff Feucht, Ed.D.
Superintendent
Community High School District 117

Strategic Plan Rewrite Will 
Include Students, Families, 
Staff & Community Stakeholders

On December 14th and 16th, the combined Fine Arts 
departments from Antioch and Lakes held our winter 

music and art showcases in the McKay Center at Lakes Com-
munity High School. The Visual Arts show officially opened 
on Wednesday, December 14 in the Lakes Main Lobby. On the 
16th, all of the musicians in our district combined to perform 
songs of the season while our visual arts students proudly dis-
played some of their best pieces. Our hope was to make this an 
event where the entire D117 community can come together to 
enjoy the great talents of our Fine Arts Department. This event 
was a great way to start the holiday season with friends and 
family. We are also looking forward to our Spring District Festi-
val where all of the musicians and visual artists from D117 and 
our sender districts come together to perform and showcase 
their art. Those performances will be held on Friday April 28th 
with Orchestra at 6 PM in the McKay Center, Choir at 7:15 in 
the Lakes Main Gym, and Band at 8:15 in the McKay Center, 
while the Art Show starts at 7 PM in the Lakes Commons.  

WINTER CONCERT I CHSD117

2nd Annual D117 Winter Concert Celebrates 
Holidays and Student Talents
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ILLINOIS STATE SCHOLARS I CHSD117

D117 Celebrates Class of 2023 Illinois State Scholars

The Illinois Student Assistance Commission annually rec-
ognizes the best and brightest in the state of Illinois. To 

obtain formal recognition from the program, nominees must 
perform in the top half of their high school class and score 

in the 95th percentile of the SAT examination in the state of 
Illinois. D117, Antioch and Lakes Community High School 
is excited to announce our class of 2023 State Scholars.

Amaya Appelt
Chole Barbarise

Brant Becker
Mackenzie Carley

Calvin Cook
Riley Demas-Billman

Ryan Emering

John Garavalia
Madalyn Gorski
Dawson Gutke

Brendan Harrison
Caroline Hasik
Dylan Kramer
Kaleigh Leitza

Jacob Linck
Lillian McKinney
Joseph Neumann
Nicholas Olson
Caitlyn Osborne

Emma Patel
Justin Pederson

Morgan Poulos 
Ryan Raiman
Rebecca Ross

Hannah Runyard
Braxton Schieler
Thomas Schuyler
Nathan Shipman

Hannah Thomson
Alyssa Ulmer

David Vukelich
Thomas Weber
Nathan Young 

Nathan Bucher
Brighton Callaway

Kevin Cellucci
Elise Coleman
Andrew Cook
Arya Deora

Tyson Dewey

Carter Empen
Jordan Faily

Sydney Fitzjarrell
Alyssa Garrett
Sarah Heard

Luis Hernandez
Julianna Jakubiak

Dimitri Kostomiris
Bethany Kunkle
Joseph Levinskas

Micah Lind
Genevieve Mack
Nicole McKavis
Gia Memenga

Kaylin Miears
Vivian Mruk
Ian Murphy

Kaylee Orsini
Joel Pellitteri
Mia Pfeiffer
Colin Shea

Samantha Skula
Shelby Stall

Conner Torkilsen
Rachel Ward
Kaitlyn West
Claire Zutkis

Antioch Community High School State Scholars 

Lakes Community High School State Scholars

Antioch State Scholars Lakes State Scholars

On January 14, Antioch’s production of “Puffs, or Seven Increasingly Eventful 
Years at a Certain School of Magic and Magic,” gave two performances at the 

Illinois Theater Festival at the University of Illinois. We played to capacity crowds 
and received standing ovations after each performance, with audience members 
coming up to our actors with tears in their eyes and one student even giving them 
a piece of fan art. Our students also participated in two days of workshops and had 
the opportunity to watch student productions from schools around the state. The 
students grew from the performance and from these workshops. This is the first 
time we have been able to attend the festival in three years.

STATE THEATRE FESTIVAL I ACHS

Sequoit Theatre Department Celebrated for 
Successes at Illinois State Theatre Festival
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letter from Principal Mike Berrie

This is the time of year when things really start to heat up. 
Winter activities and athletics are closing out successful 

seasons, spring sports are right around the corner, the test-
ing season with the SAT and AP testing comes sooner than 
we can imagine, and we have already begun plans of what 
next year is going to be looking like as students have already 
requested courses for the fall. From here to the end of the 
year begins a bit of a sprint until the last day of classes and 
the “finish line” for this year. It is fast paced but it is fun. 

As I am writing this, I was fortunate enough to spend last 
Saturday at the IHSA Competitive Cheerleading State Series. 
When all of the performances were done in our division, all 
the team, friends, fans and families could do was wait. The 
competition was great and so we knew there was going to be 
a battle for the top three spots on the podium. The wait was 
nerve wracking and then it was time to announce the winners. 
When it was time to announce the winners, the MC said, 
“The 3rd place trophy goes to…Antioch”. One could definitely 
sense the relief and excitement knowing that the team was go-
ing to be on the podium for the second year in a row and for 3 

out of the last 4 years. 
This story magnifies how spe-

cial ACHS is. The team really had 
to perform all as one in order to 
be seen as one of the best around. 
The long hours spent together 
forged a significant bond amongst 
the entire team and coaching staff. 
They will always have the memo-
ries of their incredible accomplish-
ment together from February 4th, 
2023 to carry with them long after 
they have walked these halls. 

“Once a Sequoit, Always a Sequoit” 

Sincerely,

Mike Berrie
Principal
Antioch Community High School

Sequoits Are Heating Up

ACADEMIC ALL STATE NOMINEES I CHSD117

IHSA Academic All State Nominees

Each year all IHSA member schools have the opportunity to nominate 1 male and 1 female to be considered for the IHSA 
All State Academic Team. This collection of high achieving student athletes from across the state is the most coveted 

award given by the IHSA. D117 is proud to nominate four students that represent the very best in our communities. 

Cameron Pluciennik
Cameron is a three year varsity field hockey 
and four year soccer player who is heading to 
Central Michigan University to play field hockey. 
Cameron is a rare high school student-athlete as 
she is a Division I prospect in both sports that 
she plays. In field hockey she has been selected 
to the All-Conference, All-Academic and All-
State (first team) teams. In soccer, she earned All-Conference, 
All-Sectional, All-Area, and All-Academic awards throughout her 
four years. Cameron serves as the captain of both teams and her 
leadership is reflected both on and off the field. 

Joey Neumann
Joey is on his way to earning his Iron Sequoit 
Award for playing four years of football, bas-
ketball, and track. During football this season 
he served as captain of the team and over his 
four years in the program he was a three time 
All-Conference selection, three time All-Confer-
ence Academic selection, he received All-State 
Honorable Mention recognition his junior year and this season 
was selected to the All-State team. Joey was a four time All-Con-
ference Academic award winner in basketball and in track he 
earned All-Conference Academic honors three times and All-Con-
ference recognition in four events. Off the field, Joey is a member 
of the National Honor Society and serves on the Executive Board 
of the Tom Tom as the Digital Director.

Micah Lind-Micah
Micah Lind-Micah was selected as our male 
nominee to recognize the well-rounded high 
school experience he created for himself during 
his four years at Lakes. A participant in multiple 
sports (2-time cross country state qualifier) and 
fine arts, Micah has developed into a student 
leader at Lakes. His stellar GPA (4.1) illustrates 
his ability to manage his time, while still seeing academic 
success. Lakes Community High School is proud to nominate 
Micah Lind!

Madison Perez-Madison
Madison Perez-Madison was selected as our 
female nominee as a way to honor her aca-
demic (3.9 GPA) and athletic achievements. 
Madison is a three-time cross country state 
qualifier (all-state in 2021), whose teams 
placed in the top 5 in Illinois three years in a 
row. Madison is a one-time state qualifier and 
all-state athlete in multiple events in track and 
field. She consistently shows her leadership skills, as evidenced 
by her perfect attendance at our Captains’ Council meetings, 
and can be seen helping younger students and athletes on a 
regular basis. Lakes Community High School is proud to nomi-
nate Madison Perez.
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letter from Principal Jori Bowen

It is amazing to think that we have already completed 
semester one and are moving quickly through the school 

year. I hope you enjoy celebrating some of our many ac-
complishments highlighted in this magazine; if only I were 
allowed more pages! I continue to be bursting with pride at 
the incredible success of our Eagles in the classroom, on the 
stage, on the courts, in the community, and beyond. Recent-
ly, our Math Team took home two honors at the Conference 
Meet: 2nd place for the Algebra 1 Team and 2nd place for 
the Junior/Senior 8 Person Team. They will advance to 
Regionals at Northern Illinois University. The Bowling Team 
became Regional Champions for the first time in the history 
of Lakes and moved on to Sectionals on February 11th. In 
the spirit of recognizing student accomplishments, we have 
already had three State Walks in second semester to recog-
nize those performing at the highest level. This is a time for 
the whole school to gather and cheer on their classmates 
as the Drumline and Color Guard lead them through the 
main hall. Those honored in January and February were the 
cast and crew of the play, “As You Like It,” Lincoln Gibbs 
for being selected to the All State Composer Track, and our 
Cheerleading Team. It is always a great day to be an Eagle!

On January 12th, LCHS opened our doors to the incom-
ing Class of 2027! Almost 300 families attended this night 
which started with an introduction to high school to explain 
our curriculum, course offerings, and daily course sched-
ule. Our newest Eagles were invited to visit over 60 tables 
to experience our academics, athletics, and activities. Staff 

members, coaches, advisors, and 
current students answered ques-
tions and supported the Class of 
2027 in how to get the most out of 
their high school opportunities.

We are pleased to announce 
the return of international travel 
opportunities for our students. 
During Spring Break 2024, our 
World Language and Social Studies 
departments are planning a trip to 
Barcelona, Madrid, and Andalusia 
while the Science department is going to be offering an ex-
cursion to Iceland. Educational travel provides our students 
with opportunities to understand and appreciate different 
cultures, live their curriculum through real experiences, and 
increase their own confidence through independence.

I am grateful every day for the opportunity to interact 
with our students — to celebrate their successes and to 
support them through their challenges. As we move closer 
to Spring, it is inspiring to hear the post high school plans 
of our seniors knowing they are leaving our Nest with the 
skills to Soar. 

In the Eagle Spirit,

Jori Bowen
Principal
Lakes Community High School

Nesting With the Skills to Soar

Eagle Theatre had a grand time bringing their fall play, Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s As You Like It, down to the Illinois 

HS Theatre Festival at University of Illinois Urbana-Cham-
paign. After months of work on the original production, their 
show was selected to perform along with many others from 
across the state. They then quickly picked rehearsals back 
up again to transform the performance for the new space. 
Many things in the show had to be reworked to fit with the 
new performance space, including everything from where the 
lights were put up to where the actors stood on stage. Our 
cast and crew of almost 50 students traveled the 4 hour bus 
ride to Champaign, where they explored campus, present-
ed and auditioned for college admissions, and experienced 
shows from many other schools. On the last day of the festi-
val, Saturday January 14th, the students finally presented our 
two final performances of As You Like It after over 6 months 
of work. The company members of As You Like It will surely 
remember this experience for forever and a day.

THEATRE I LCHS

Eagle Theatre at Illinois State Theatre Festival

Lakes Theatre Group 
Preparing for Showtime!
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Danny Castellano graduated with Honors from Lakes 
Community High School in 2018. He was active in 

Choir (President in his senior year), Theatre, Tri-M Music 
Honor Society, and Thespian Honors Society in addition 
to being a Royal Rush Leader his senior year. Mr. Casetello 
attended Illinois State University (ISU) to major in Special 
Education and performed in the ISU Clef Hangers Acapel-
la singing group. We were thrilled to have Mr. Castellano 
return to Lakes to be a Special Education teacher in the fall 
of 2022 at the very school where he grew up! Mr. Castella-
no’s experience as a former Lakes student connects him on a 
unique level with our current students. He has also rejoined 
the Royal Rush as the staff advisor. When he isn’t teaching, 
Mr. Castellano enjoys time with his family and friends, play-
ing piano, and watching Ozark. 

What is your favorite memory from high 
school? 
My favorite memory from high school is the Lakes 2018 
musical, Thoroughly Modern Millie. This was the final show 
of my high school career. I was one of the male leads, and 
between the cast, crew, and pit, there were over 200 stu-
dents involved in the production. 

Why did you want to come back to Lakes 
as a teacher? 
As a student, Lakes was a place that helped shape me into 
the person that I am today. I wanted to have the opportunity 
to give back to a community that has given me so much. 

What has been the best part of being a 
teacher at Lakes?
The best part about being a teacher at Lakes has to be the 
level of support I’ve received from my colleagues. As a first-
year teacher, I obviously have a lot of questions, given this 
is a brand new job for me. Everyone has been so helpful and 
understanding. Brian Kelly, Sarah Lingle, and Andrew Seketa 
have all gone above and beyond to make sure that I am well-
equipped to handle the responsibilities of being a Special 
Education teacher. 

We are pleased to shine the spotlight on one of the 
many outstanding educators, a graduate of ACHS 

who has returned home, Ms. Madelyn Soberano. Made-
lynn was recently awarded the Distinction of Excellence 
in the “Those Who Excel” Award Program from the 
Illinois State Board of Education. She is quite deserving 
of this honor. 

In this district, our mission statement is “to ignite the 
passion and discovery in every student”. We consider it to 
be a significant measure of success that Madelynn found 

her passion when she was a student and 
now works tirelessly to do the same 

for her students. Just recently, 
Madelynn secured funding 

from external sources so 
that her students could fuel 
that passion and attend 
the Journalism Education 
Association’s annual 
conference in St. Louis. 
She chaperoned about 
20 students who had a 
unique experience that 

they will remember for the 
rest of their lives.
 To see her teach, it 

appears as though she has 
been refining her craft for quite 

some time when, in reality, she has 
just been an educator for a few short years: 

that is how effortless she makes it look. Her strength lies 
within her ability to engage students. Students enjoy the 
class because it looks and feels like a real life newsroom 
that we would see in the movies. Teams of students who 
are actively collaborating to produce video interviews or 
articles for the newspaper magazine while trying to meet a 
deadline produces a “buzz” within her classroom which is 
what defines the experience for students. It doesn’t seem 
like a class, it seems very much like an experience. She has 
inspired many to follow her same path and study journal-
ism in college. When you make that sort of difference in 
the lives of students, you can truly be considered one of 
“Those Who Excel’’.

Educator Spotlight: Madellyn Soberano

Educator Spotlight: Danny Castellano

EDUCATOR SPOTLIGHT I CHSD117

Alumni Return 
Home to Impact 
Student Culture
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DANCE & CHEER PROGRAMS I CHSD117

Dance/Cheer Host Best 
Invitational in the State

On January 7th, 2023, D117 hosted the inaugural All of 
the Lights Competitive Cheerleading and Competitive 

Dance Invitational at the The McKay Center, District 117’s 
newly constructed, combined use fieldhouse and athletic fa-
cility. The event is the largest combined high school cheer and 
dance invitational in Illinois, and welcomed over 100 high 
school cheer and dance teams from across the State. Several 
teams traveled nearly 6 hours to attend what is being hailed 
as “the premier cheer and dance invitational in Illinois.” The 
draw and uniqueness of this event was rooted in the logistics 
and venue: This is the ONLY “full production” invitational 
in the state for high school cheer and dance teams to attend. 
Illinois high school cheer and dance teams compete in high 
school gymnasiums throughout their regular season. The 
IHSA State Finals is the only other high school cheer and 
dance event in the state to utilize a Marley dance floor and 
full stage lighting production for both cheer and dance. 

The naming of the event, All of the Lights, was an easy 
decision given what this competition offered. Tim Babin, 
Co-Head Coach of the ACHS Cheer Program, and Tourna-
ment Director for the competition, developed the concept 
for the full production event with the intent to provide a one 
of a kind opportunity for any competitive high school cheer 
or dance team in Illinois. “Freshman and JV level teams are 
not afforded the opportunity to compete at the IHSA State 
Finals, and this is an opportunity for them to experience 
that state finals feel. For varsity teams, many will qualify for 

IHSA State, and this event offers an environment with the 
professional stage, under all of the lights, to prepare them 
for that state finals environment.” 

Although this was the first ever cheer or dance invitation-
al competition hosted by D117, the event was highly suc-
cessful by all accounts. IHSA Assistant Executive Director 
Tracie Henry attended the event and later tweeted “Wow! 
Congratulations D117 on a first-class dance and cheer invi-
tational!” The Illinois High School Cheer Coaches Facebook 
page was flooded with comments after the event noting the 
beautiful facilities, the kindness and hospitality of the staff 
and volunteers, and how smoothly the event operated. 

The Antioch maintenance crew will be busy 
again this year following the end of the IHSA 

competitive winter seasons. The crew will once 
again be hanging up IHSA Awards and NLCC 
Awards for the incredible winter athletic pro-
grams. At press time for connections, the ACHS 
winter programs had already achieved what most 
schools would wish for for an entire year. The girls 
bowling team successfully defended their NLCC 
conference championship. The competitive Dance 
qualified for the IHSA State Finals and finished 
in the top 25 for the state of Illinois. The ACHS 
wrestling team is currently ranked among the top 
2A schools in the entire state. ACHS cheer is well 
known for being a perennial power in the area and 
state. The program has not disappointed to date, 
winning the NLCC conference championship and 
IHSA Sectional. The program finished 3rd overall 
in the state and brought another major trophy 
home to Antioch! 

Lakes graduate TJ Edwards (14) left high school 
and enjoyed an incredible career at the Univer-

sity of Wisconsin, earning All-American honors 
during his time with the Badgers. In 2019, 
he signed as an undrafted free agent with the 
Philadelphia Eagles. Fast forward to the NFL 
playoffs and TJ Edwards is the starting middle 
linebacker on the NFC champion Philadelphia 
Eagles and will play in the Super Bowl! 

Ethan Greenfield (18) completed a storied career 
at North Central College in Naperville during the 2022 DIII 
season. Greenfield was selected as the winner of the Gagliar-
di Trophy, which is the DIII equivalent to the Heisman 
Trophy. Greenfield was selected as an All-American 3 times 
in his career and helped lead the team to 2 national cham-
pionships in his four years. Along with Greenfield, Alum 
DeAngelo Hardy (19) earned All-American Honors for an 
incredible 2022 season. 

ATHLETICS I ACHS

ACHS Enjoys Winter 
Season Success

ATHLETIC ALUMNI I LCHS

Lakes Football Alumni Thrive
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from the mayor’s office

I
t’s an exciting time around village hall. Our Parks Depart-
ment has been busy planning our summer event sched-
ule. We’re excited to bring back the popular Food Truck 
FEASTival, starting in May! We’ll also see the return of 

the Antioch Farmers Market and the It’s Thursday evening 
concert series in June. 

The Village Board has been working hard this winter 
with the village staff, to make progress in the planning for 
the new park on the village-owned property at Orchard and 
Main. Initial work on the site started last fall, with the envi-
ronmental clean-up of the property. Over the winter, our de-
sign team has been working with village staff and the Village 
Board to plan the various elements of the park, including the 
splash pad, playground, and pavilion. 

I’m excited to share a few of the renderings of the park. 
You’ll be able to find more up-to-date updates on the village 
website, as we continue our progress. I expect to see the 
park completed by early 2024. 

Other major projects to 
watch: Village Hall relocation 
to Skidmore; Grimm Road 
project, and a much-needed 
new Public Works facility. All of 
these projects are planned and 
funded through grants and rev-
enue bonds that are paid 100% 
by business district sales taxes. 

Finally, as always, I value 
your feedback. Feel free to 
email me at sgartner@antioch.il.gov or call 847-395-1000.

Sincerely,

Mayor Scott Gartner
847-395-1000

antioch.il.gov

Spring Is In the Air! Almost.

This past December, the Antioch Village Board passed an 
ordinance (22-12-60), which will allow village residents 

to use golf carts on some village roadways. The new law 
aligns with similar ordinances in neighboring communities. 
To receive a village permit, residents will be required to 
schedule an annual safety inspection with the Antioch Police 
Department. Applicants 
will also be required to 
sign a waiver. Permits 
will go on sale and 
inspections will begin in 
March. The permits will 
be valid beginning on 
April 1, 2023. The most 
up-to-date information 
about the village permit, 
including a map of the 
village streets that will 
allow golf cards will be 
posted on the Village of 
Antioch website, www.
antioch.il.gov. 

What is a golf cart?
Before purchasing, a new motorized golf cart to drive on 
village roadways, the Village of Antioch advises residents 

to reference state statue to ensure the golf cart meets the 
village requirements. This ordinance allows for the use of 
golf carts on Village streets, however, utility and all-terrain 
vehicles, motorbikes, four-wheelers, and other prohibited 
vehicles will not be permitted and violators will be ticketed 
and towed at the owner’s expense.

If you have any further 
questions, please contact 
the Village of Antioch 
Police Department.

The village code ref-
erences the state motor 
vehicle code as to the 
definition of a “golf cart.”  

(625 ILCS 5/1-123.9) 
A vehicle specifically 
designed and intend-
ed for the purposes of 
transporting one or more 
persons and their golf 
clubs or maintenance 

equipment while engaged in the playing of golf, supervising 
the play of golf, or maintaining the condition of the grounds 
on a public or private golf course.

The Village’s golf cart ordinance allows the use of au-
thorized golf carts on some village roadways. For complete 

Village Board Passed Ordinance to 
Allow Golf Carts on Roadways

For complete details 
about the ordinance, and 

information about obtaining 
a village permits, please 

reference the village website 
or call the Antioch Police 

Department.



Spring 2023 I Connections Magazine 13

V
illa

g
e

 o
f A

n
tio

c
h

 

details about the ordinance, and information about obtain-
ing a village permits, please reference the village website or 
call the Antioch Police Department. 

Operation Regulation
1.  From April 1st through December 1st of each year, with 

valid registration from the Village of Antioch and the 
Antioch Police Department.

2.  A golf cart shall be subject to inspection by the Antioch 
Police Department prior to being operated on any of the 
permitted streets. A fee of $100 shall be assessed for the 
initial application/inspection of each golf cart followed by 
an annual re-inspection fee of $100 for the same vehicle 
each year thereafter.

 a.  Inspections will be held once monthly during the 
permitted months of operation on dates designated 
by the Antioch Police Department. The Chief of 
Police may alter or adjust inspection schedules 
dependent on staffing needs.

3.  A golf cart vehicle may only be operated on streets where 
the posted speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less.

4.  A golf cart may cross a road or street at an intersection 
where the street has a posted speed limit of more than 35 
miles per hour.

5.  A person may not operate a golf cart on any street in the 
Village of Antioch unless he or she has a valid driver’s 
license issued in his or her name by the Secretary of State 
or by a foreign jurisdiction.

6.  A golf cart may not operate anywhere other than a des-
ignated roadway, and is not permitted to drive in public 
parks, on sidewalks, or any private property.

7.  Golf carts may only park in areas within the Village of 
Antioch where vehicles are legally allowed to park, and may 
not park upon any shoulder, grassy area, or right of way.

8.  Golf cart capacity may not exceed the capacity calculated 
by the manufacturer of the golf cart.

9.  The operator of the golf cart shall yield the right of way to 
all pedestrians and emergency vehicles.

10.  The operation of golf carts shall be in compliance with 
the provisions of the Illinois Vehicle Code (625 ILCS 
5/1-100, et seq.) as amended.

Equipment Regulation
No golf cart may be operated on a roadway unless, at a 
minimum, it has the following; brakes, a steering appa-
ratus, tires, a rearview mirror, red reflectorized warning 
devices in the front and rear, a slow-moving emblem (as 
required of other vehicles in Section 12-709 of the Illinois 
Vehicle Code (625 ILCS 5/12-709)) on the rear of the golf 
cart, a headlight that emits a white light visible from a 
distance of 500 feet to the front, a tail lamp that emits a 
red light visible from at least 100 feet from the rear, brake 
lights and turn signals. 
1.  When operated on the roadway, a golf cart shall have 

its headlight and tail lamps lighted as required by 
section 12-201 of the Illinois Vehicle Code (625 ILCS 
5/12-201).

2.  Every golf cart must affix an orange, slow-moving vehicle 
emblem mounted with the triangle point up on the rear 
of the vehicle on or near the center line. Said emblem 
must display a valid Village of Antioch issued registration 
number, in block lettering no less than 2 inches tall in 
black or white reflective letters.

3.  Every golf cart must display an annual Village of Antioch 
registration sticker.

Driving Under the Influence
A person who drives or is in actual physical control of a golf 
cart while under the influence shall be subject to Sections 
11-500 through 11-502 of the Illinois Vehicle Code (625 
ILCS 5/7-601, et.seq.).

Insurance
Any person who operates a golf cart in the Village of Antioch 
shall be subject to the mandatory insurance requirements 
set forth in Article VI of Chapter 7 of the Illinois Vehicle 
Code (625 ILCS 5/7-601, et.seq.).

Penalties
Any person or entity violating any provision of the Antioch 
Golf Cart Ordinance (Section 7-1-5) shall be fined not less 
than $200 on the first offense and $250 on each subsequent 
offense, plus the Village of Antioch’s cost of prosecution, 
including reasonable attorneys’ fees. A fourth violation 
will result in the revocation or suspension of the Village of 
Antioch registration. 

The full ordinance and more information, including a map, 
are available on the Village’s website, antioch.il.gov.



Connections Magazine I Spring 202314

V
il

la
g

e
 o

f 
A

n
ti

o
c
h

 

The United Way of Lake County’s 211 service has been an essential 
lifeline to some Antioch residents during the COVID pandemic. The 

211 service is a free, easy-to-use, three-digit information and referral 
hotline offering accurate, 24-hour personal help for hundreds of potential 
issues.

The 211 service helps Lake County residents with Housing, Util-
ities, Food, Crisis Help, Mental Health & Addiction, Health Care, 
Financial Support, Education, Personal, Child & Family Support, 
Employment, Transportation, Legal & Immigration, Government, 
Volunteering, and Disaster Information.The 211 service is available by 
telephone, text, or online. 

By phone, Lake County residents can simply dial the numbers, 
2-1-1. By text, a resident should simply text their five-digit zip code to 
89821. Online, the service is available at 211lakecounty.org

211 Offers a Vital Resource 

Easter 
Parade/Easter 

Egg Hunt

Bike 
Resale

Farmer’s 
Market 
Starts!

Summer 
Wine Walk

First 
Thursday 

Night Concert

Mother/Son 
Bowling Date 

Night

8611 29 83 8
MARCH APRIL APRIL JUNEJUNE JUNEAPRIL

SPRING EVENTS

Flashlight 
Egg

Hunt

In addition to regular swim lessons, 
the Antioch Parks Department also 
features Diving lessons, Junior Life-
guard and Lifeguard training classes. 
Junior lifeguard training is available 
for anyone ages 11 to 15. Lifeguard 
training is offered for anyone 15 
years of age or older. All of the swim, 
diving, and lifeguard classes are 
taught by instructors that are certi-
fied by American Red Cross as Water 
Safety Instructors.

Senior Discounts Available for 
Residents 65 Years or Older
Did you know that Village of 
Antioch residents 65 and older 
are entitled to a discount from the 
Village’s contract waste hauling 
service? Senior discounts of 20% 
are available for qualifying residents. 

Seniors are also eligible for 
a discount Village vehicle tax. 
Seniors 65 and older only are 
required to pay $1 annually per 
vehicle, a 90 percent discount 
from the regular tax of $10 per 
vehicle.

To qualify for either discount, 
residents must be registered with 
the Village. To verify senior status, 
contact Antioch Village Hall at 
847-395-1000.

Summertime in Antioch Means 
Fun In the Aqua Center
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Open Memorial Day 
Weekend to Labor Day
Last weekday open will 
be determined by staff 

availability. 

General Admission Hours
Mon.-Sat. - 12:00-7:00pm, 

Sun. - 12:00-6:30pm
Holidays - 12:00-5:00pm

Special Hours for Passholders
Mon.-Fri. 11:00-12:00pm & 

6:00-7:00pm
No diving board use, open 
for deep water swimming.

Daily Admission Fees
Children under 2 are free

Ages 3-54 - $7
Ages 55 & up - $4
After 5:00pm - $4

Antioch Aqua Center

Swim Lesson Level Descriptions

Season Pass Fees
Resident/Non-Resident

Children Under 2 Are Free

Swim Lesson Registration & Fees

Resident/Non-Resident

Parent/Tot

 $58/$68

Preschool

$58/$68

Levels 1-5

$80/$91 $90/$99

Diving

$84/$96

Lifeguarding

$250/$300

Jr. Lifeguarding

Registration for Residents (60002)

April 10, 2023 
Non-resident Registration

April 24, 2023
Register online or in-person. You must have an 
account to be able to register online. Please call 

847-395-2160 to create an account.

PRESCHOOL
Ages 3-4 years
The class is a water 
acclimation class 

where children will 
learn to separate from 

their parents, blow 
bubbles, become com-

fortable in the water 
and much more.

LEVEL 4
Ages 6 and up
The concentration 
in this level will be 

on refinement of the 
above strokes, learning 

the butterfly, breast 
stroke and sidestroke, 
along with dives and 

turns.

LEVEL 2
Ages 5 and up

Level 2 is for children 
who already can float 

on their front and back, 
understand movement 

in the water using 
various methods and 

are ready to begin 
rhythmic breathing.

DIVING
Ages 6 and up

This is a beginner to inter-
mediate class where the 

child is expected to know 
how to swim in deep water. 
students must be comfort-
able going headfirst off the 

side of the pool. Proper 
approach, standing dive, 
tuck, pike, and back dives 

will be introduced.

LEVEL 1
Ages 4 and up

This class is for children 
who have already mas-
tered the skills learned 
in preschool and are 
ready to progress to 

underwater exploration, 
floating, kicking and 

forward movement in 
the water.

LEVEL 5
Ages 6 and up

Level 5 refines all strokes, 
works on endurance, 

building, surface dives 
and lifesaving skills.

LEVEL 2
Ages 6 and up

In this class your child 
will perfect the front 
and back crawl. They 
will learn the elemen-
tary backstroke, whip 
kick and dolphin kicks 
along with treading.

Get more
info at 

antioch.il.gov

Individual

$74/$84

Couple

$130/$150

Family of 3

$189/$226

Family of 4

$231/$288

Additional

$58/$73

Seniors

$62/$73

55 &
older

family
members



Connections Magazine I Spring 202316

A
n

ti
o

c
h

 C
C

S
D

 3
4

Teachers Win “Those 
Who Excel” Awards

From the desk of Superintendent Borowiak 

Board of Education Receives Recognition

Left to right: Tiffany Cappel, Angela Baronello, Lori Linck, Mary Beth Hulting, Mech-
elle Casey, Nick Di Benedetto, Paul Green

This past fall, our board of education was one of only 33 
school boards in Illinois to earn the IASB’s 2022 School 

Board Governance Recognition designation.
According to the Illinois Association of School Boards 

(IASB), this recognition is designed to acknowledge 
those boards that have engaged in activities and mod-
eled behaviors that lead to excellence in local school 
governance in support of quality public education. 
School boards should learn and practice effective gov-
ernance behaviors as identified in IASB’s Foundational 
Principles of Effective Governance, through participa-
tion in, and support for, board development programs 

and events. The primary focus is for full 
board development and participation 

rather than individual board mem-
ber efforts. The work of the An-
tioch CCSD 34 board reveals their 
commitment toward excellence 
and focus on doing what is best for 
our students. Congratulations D34 

Board! 
Board President Mary Beth Hulting 

was also recognized as an Established 

Board Leader by the IASB. To achieve this recognition, 
Mary Beth had to acquire 200 points in IASB professional 
development by attending IASB events and learning activ-
ities. IASB recognizes school board members for individ-
ual time and effort devoted to learning and leadership 
activities provided by the Association and for service to 
the public education community. Congratulations for the 
recognition of your work and commitment to our students.

I
llinois State Board of Education (ISBE) awarded two Antioch 
D34 teachers with the “Those Who Excel” honorary Award of 
Meritorious Service in the Teacher category. Jennifer Jasinksi,  
4th grade classroom teacher at WC Petty Elementary School and 

Tammy Johnson, Special Education Teacher at AUGS were both 
recognized for their commitment to their students. Mrs. Jasinki’s 
philosophy states that “While it is important to model for students 
the ability to be a lifelong learner, it is also important to demon-
strate the ability of having a growth mindset.” In Mrs. Johnson’s 
application, parent Bizzy Vega stated that Mrs. Johnson has earned 
her son’s “trust, respect and love because she teaches with passion 
and patience.” As a 2023 Those Who Excel & Teacher of the Year 
awardee, they will be invited to ISBEs annual awards banquet where 
they will be presented with an award along with other stellar educa-
tors across the state. Congratulations on this amazing achievement! 
Thank you for all that you do to elevate our D34 students.

Sincerely,
Aron Borowiak 
Superintendent
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Each Month, CCSD 34 will launch a new 
podcast for our families and the villages of 

Antioch, Lake Villa, and Lindenhurst. The goal of 
the podcast is to give everyone an opportunity to 
listen to information about what is going on in 
our district through a more in-depth discussion 
of information. Our most recent podcast can be 
found on the front page of our website and our ar-
chived episodes can be found under the District/
Antioch CCSD #34 Podcast tab (https://www.
antioch34.com/Page/11569)

D34 Launches Podcast

Our schools recently held their annual spell bowl contest. 
Each school started with the top candidates from each 

class. Then, in front of their peers, staff, and family mem-
bers, the contestants competed in the traditional spelling bee 
format for spelling words at a microphone in front of judges.

Congratulations to Our 
Stellar Spell Bowl Winners

Hillcrest Elementary School Spelling Bee winner Melia (right) 
& runner-up Jeremiah (left)

Oakland Elementary School Spelling Bee winner Kara (left) & Max (right)

W.C.Petty Elementary School Spelling Bee winner Anderson (left) 
& runner-up Kylie (right)

Antioch Upper Grade School Spelling 
Bee winner Dylan

Antioch Upper Grade School Spelling 
Bee  runner-up Nolan

We will be celebrating our annual D34 week 
on February 27 through Saturday, March 

4th. Our theme this year is “Better Together.” 
Some of the activities this week include our Open 
Arms Mission Food Drive, a book drive for Ber-
nie’s Book Bank, guest readers from people in our 
communities to read to various grade levels, door 
decoration contests and our March 1st blood drive.

Saturday, May 6th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., we will 
be showcasing our talented students as stu-

dent art work will be on display in shops through-
out the village of Antioch. In addition, our skilled 
bands, orchestras, choirs, and music classes will 
be performing at the Antioch BandShell through-
out the day. This is a much anticipated event that 
you definitely will not want to miss. 

Better Together  
for D34 Week

Art Crawl Showcases 
Student Talent
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A
ntioch CCSD 34 has supported music education 
for many years. The orchestra program is offered 
to any student in 1st through 8th grade. In strings, 
the students can choose from violin, viola, cello, or 

bass. The students receive one small group lesson per week 
and one to two large group ensemble rehearsals per week. 
With over 400 students in the elementary schools alone, this 
program impacts many families within our community. 

A student in an instrumental program receives person-
alized instruction to learn an instrument. The goals of the 
program are not only to learn how to play and perform on a 
specific instrument, but to develop well-rounded musicians, 
students, and future community members. Learning a mu-
sical instrument helps students’ brain development, builds 
confidence, and teaches a student how to work towards 
a goal. Performing in an ensemble also helps with many 
social-emotional skills including working together, listen-
ing to one another, helping one another, and being part of a 
community. 

There are three main levels in the elementary schools: 
Beginning Orchestra, Intermediate Orchestra, and Concert 
Orchestra. The different levels focus on different techniques 
involved in learning a string instrument. Students have two 
concerts per year as well as extra performances within the 
community each school year. 

In addition to our various orchestras, band is always 
in bloom at Hillcrest Elementary School! The elementary 
bands showcased their hard work at their January concert. 
Elementary band has two tiers. The Beginning Band is open 
to 4th and 5th grade students in their first year of learning a 
band instrument. The 5th Grade Band is made up of second 
year students in band. These musicians come together to 
rehearse as a district band twice a week and it is hosted at 
AUGS. Their spring concert is at AUGS on April 20th at 
7pm. The audience will hear railroad songs, folk music, and 
classic rock among other genres of music. We hope you can 
join us to hear our budding musicians!

Although enrollment in orchestra and band are optional, 
each student at Hillcrest gets to participate in general music. 
In these classes, children are learning and practicing note 
literacy, reading rhythms, playing instruments, composing, 
expressing themselves through movement, and, or course 
having fun! Our spring performances include the 2nd grade 
concert on March 9th, 1st Grade concert on March 16th, 
Kindergarten concert on April 13th, Art Crawl on May 6th, 
and our choir concert on May 9th. 

 This is the 2nd year Hillcrest has had our 4th and 5th 
grade choir, the Hurricane Singers! This group meets once a 

week during the day and puts together three performances. 
Not only do we sing at our choir concert, we also sing at 
the Art Crawl and the District 117 choir festival. We have a 
phenomenal group of singers! This is also the first year that 
our choirs are combining with AUGS for one big D34 choir 
concert! We are so excited for the opportunity to collaborate 
with the middle school and for our students to see the choir 
program at AUGS.

With all of the musical offerings at Hillcrest, it’s import-
ant to recognize the amazing talent and creativity that are 
cultivated in our art room as well. Each elementary student, 
kindergarten through 5th grade, has art for 30 minutes once 
a week, and for many of our kids, this special is among the 
highlights of their elementary experience. It’s amazing how 
much they learn about the elements and principles of art, 
art appreciation, art history, and careers in art. It’s incredible 
to see how excited they are to discover, explore, and create. 
This year, 5th grade students at Hillcrest learned about 
color theory and how to mix colors to create a background. 
Then students learned to paint trees and texture to create 
a beautiful winter scene. Their artwork is on display in the 
Hillcrest library and main office. Stop by and see how fine 
arts are blooming at Hillcrest!

Fine Arts Are Blooming 
at Hillcrest Elementary!
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W.C. Petty Leaps Toward Academic Growth

Here at W.C. Petty Elementary School, our staff members 
and students are making strides. We could not be more 

proud of our Bobcats persevering towards academic growth!
We have three staff members, Dr. Walshire, Ms. Chayer, 

and Mrs. Stefani, working with groups of students during 
our Extended Learning Program that takes place twice a 
week after school. Students practice skills they need a boost 
in as well as extensions of their prior knowledge. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to build an additional community 
within the school where students are mixed with classmates 
they do not see on a regular basis. Way to go team!

We are also highlighting some exciting success stories from 
our reading interventionists, Mrs. Orozco and Mrs. Brooks! 
Looking at our youngest learners first, we had a group of our 
younger students pulled to catch up on letter confidence, and 
60% of them have already exited intervention. 

A more personal story goes for a student who joined 
intervention as a Kindergartener two years ago. At that time, 
the student struggled with letters and sounds. By first grade, 
intervention was intensified and the student seemed to be 
losing some self-confidence, but he persevered through a va-
riety of phonics activities and books at his ability level. The 

student fell in love with The Danny Collection published 
by MaryRuth Books and practiced his decoding and phonics 
while gaining back his self-confidence. This student has 
exited intervention this school year and his reading skills 
continue to grow. It takes a village, and we are so proud of 
our students and staff for continuing to work hard to close 
gaps and strive for high achievement!

With all of the new growth that comes in the Spring, 
Oakland is no exception! Our students have been 

busy blooming in their learning and community service. 
Oakland instrumental musicians have been learning and 

growing in their skills and abilities throughout the year. Our 
orchestra and band musicians shared their progress in a 
number of winter concerts recently. We are so proud of their 
growth so far and can’t wait to hear them for our spring 
concerts also!

Our Oakland students, staff, and families had opportuni-
ties for serving our community in conjunction with a couple 
of student council drives. Our Student Council did a drive 
to support the Reach Animal Shelter and another to support 
Antioch’s Open Arms Missions! Our Oakland family provid-
ed 652 items for the animal shelter and 737 pounds of food 
for Open Arms Mission! Our commitment to our communi-
ty and the place in our hearts for service is in full bloom!

Our students’ learning is also blooming as they have 
grown throughout the year! They have been digging in as 
teacher’s plant the seeds of knowledge. We celebrated 4th 
and 5th grade students participating in our Spelling Bee 
and recognized our first and second place spellers! Second 
graders have been focusing on comprehension with infor-
mational text features and fifth grade is digging into writing 
and different genres. Kindergarten students have been learn-
ing about decomposing numbers in math and segmenting 
within reading while fourth graders have been diving into re-
alistic fiction elements and informational text features. First 
graders have been growing their knowledge with elements 
of poetry and using a variety of strategies to solve math 
problems. Finally, third graders have been growing their 
knowledge in science with exploring balancing forces. 

Oakland is definitely in bloom with all of our learning in 
both our heads and our hearts!

Oakland Is Busy Blooming into Spring
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Antioch Upper Grade School is renovating the majority 
of the 100 and 200 classrooms to align to collaborative 

learning spaces that allows flexibility for the students and 
staff. The rooms will have a standard layout for whiteboards, 
Promethean boards, and outlets. Each will have new tile, paint, 
ceiling lights, student desks, chairs, and storage. The furniture 
will be mobile to allow for quick transitions for grouping and 
class activities permitting more opportunities to collaborate.

The bathrooms and locker rooms will be remodeled to 
bring them to a modern day standard in design and ADA 
compliance. The main entrance will be redesigned to pro-
vide a more secure entry into the school for visitors. The 
bleachers in the gym will be replaced and be ADA compli-
ant for students and guests. Additional work being done 
includes, updated plumbing, electrical infrastructure, im-
proved fire alarm system and emergency back-up lighting. 

The renovations will provide a happier and more en-
gaging place for our students to learn and for our teachers 
and staff to work. Believe it or not, there is a lot of research 
proving how something as simple as having better lighting 

in a classroom will improve students’ learning outcomes. 
The updates will also make it easier to take advantage of 

the new technology available for our students and teachers. 
These renovations will also provide a safer environment 

by enhancing our accommodations for those with physical 
disabilities and providing a more secure visitor entry. 

New classroom furniture will include tables and chairs 
that are easier for students to get in and out of and easier to 
move around. Back in 1970, it was typical to see classrooms 
where students were lined up in rows learning from teach-
ers giving a lecture at the front of the room. Research tells 
us that students need opportunities to collaborate and work 
in groups of a variety of sizes. The flexible furniture will 
make it easier for our classes to move and adjust seating 
arrangements. 

Finally, while funding for the renovation includes work 
on items such as plumbing and electrical work, upgrading 
this work will save us time and money in repairs down the 
road. Just like someone who owns their own home, we want 
to continue to proactively improve our facilities. 

A
ntioch Upper Grade School started an after 
school program on January 9th to provide addi-
tional academic support to students outside the 
hours of the school day. Students are identified 

through a variety of factors including overall grades, home-
work completion, and assessment performance. The overall 
goal of the 9th Hour program is to prevent students from 
failing any of their courses throughout the school year and 
to prevent students from having to attend credit recovery in 
the summer. 

Students participating in 9th Hour can stay after school 
on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 3:00-4:00, where 
certified staff provide reteaching and support with class-
work and homework. The first session of 9th Hour will be 
6 weeks in length. A review of eligibility will be conducted 

at the conclusion of the 6 weeks to determine if further 
support is necessary. 

The staff at Antioch Upper Grade School has access to a 
communication Google document to ensure that students 
complete all classwork, homework, and any missing or late 
assignments. This document is a crucial component of 9th 
Hour to ensure clear communication with the 9th Hour staff 
regarding student work completion. This is another example 
of how our staff works as a team with families in order to 
give our students the support they need.

The staff is excited to provide students with another 
supportive learning environment and opportunity at Antioch 
Upper Grade School. Antioch Upper Grade School 9th Hour 
programming is provided by the Illinois School Board of 
Education ESEA of 1965 as amended grant funds.

Antioch Upper Grade School New 9th Hour Program

AUGS Renovations Adds Flexibity for Students
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STEAM stands for science, technology, engineering, art 
and math. You may think some of these subjects seem 

lofty for young children to grasp, but they can build a strong 
foundation for future learning by exploring STEAM pre-
school skills and concepts through play and discussion, then 
applying those skills through more play. 

For young children: 
Science encourages investigation and answering questions, 
often involving experimentation.
Technology refers to using simple tools like crayons and 
rulers, as well as more complex ones like microscopes and 
computers.
Engineering refers to recognizing problems and testing 
solutions.
Arts encourage creativity and allow children to illustrate 
concepts they are learning.
Mathematics deals with numbers, but also patterns, 
shapes, organizational skills and much more.

At the Early Learning Center, we believe that children 
have the ability to learn foundational concepts in these sub-
jects at a young age. We nurture STEAM skills and concepts 
early on and build on them through ongoing opportunities 
for play and discussion. We encourage students to build 
knowledge about the world around them by observing, ask-
ing questions, and investigating.

Science, technology, engineering, art and math are part of 
our daily activities and students explore these subjects in an 
integrated way every day through books, discussions, experi-
ments, art projects, educational games and more. 

Early Learning Center 
Is Full Steam Ahead

Spring/Summer Calendar of Events

MARCH
1 D34 Community Blood Drive | 2-6 PM @ AUGS

9 2nd Grade Music Concert | 6:30 PM @ Oakland, Hillcrest and W.C. Petty 

16 1st Grade Music Concert | 6:30 PM @ Oakland, Hillcrest and W.C. Petty

17  Preschool For All Screening Day (Call the Early Learning Center 
to make an appointment) 

17 Drama Club Performance | 6:30 PM @ AUGS

18 Drama Club Performance | 1 PM @ AUGS

22 Band Jazz Night @ Antioch Community High School

23  Preschool For All Screening Day (Call the Early Learning Center  
to make an appointment) 

27-31 Spring Break - No School

APRIL
7 No School - Non-Attendance Day 

11 Kindergarten Transition Parent Information Meeting  | 5-6 PM @ ELC

13 Preschool Graduation Pictures 

13 Kindergarten Music Concert | 6:30 PM @ Oakland, Hillcrest and W.C. Petty 

14  Preschool For All Screening Day (Call the Early Learning Center  
to make an appointment) 

20 4th and 5th Grade Band Concert | 7 PM @ AUGS

21  Preschool For All Screening Day (Call the Early Learning Center  
to make an appointment) 

27/28 Preschool Spring Parent Teacher Conferences 

27  Preschool For All Screening Day (Call the Early Learning Center  
to make an appointment) 

28 Band, Orchestra & Choir Festival | 6 PM @ Lakes Community High School

MAY
3 Beginning Orchestra Concert | 6:30 PM @ Hillcrest

4  Preschool For All Screening Day (Call the Early Learning Center 
to make an appointment) 

6 Antioch Art Crawl | 9 AM-3 PM in Downtown Antioch

8 Little Scientists Family Fun Day | 1-3 PM @ ELC 

9 D34 Choir Concert | 6:30 PM @ AUGS 

10 Beginning Band Concert | 6:30 PM @ AUGS

11 AUGS Orchestra Concert | 6:30 PM @ AUGS

17 Pre-K Music Concert | 6:30 PM @ W.C. Petty

18 2nd, 3rd & 4th/5th Orchestra Concert | 6:30 PM @ AUGS

24 8th Grade Graduation @ Antioch Community High School (Tentative)

26 Tentative Last Day of School (No Emergency Days)

JUNE
2-5 8th Grade Washington D.C. Trip

5-29 Summer School (Monday-Thursday - No school on 6/19)



Connections Magazine I Spring 202322

A
n

ti
o

c
h

 T
o

w
n

sh
ip

Lee Perry 
Assessor 

(847) 395-1545
 

Eric Ring 
Highway Commissioner 

(847) 395-2070
 

Meghan Dyer Dawe
Town Clerk 

(847) 395-3378

P.O. Box 658 
Antioch, Illinois 60002 
Fax: (847) 395-0367 

www.antiochtownshipil.gov

TRUSTEES

Judith Davis
Steve Turner
Jeff Smouse
Kris Shepard

DETAILS

Tom Shaughnessy 
Supervisor 

(847) 395-3378

Antioch Township

A Year of Growth, 
Giving & Community
2

022 was a year spent growing our capabilities, sup-
porting our community, and working closely with the 
Village to continue our Progress for Antioch initiative 
and the beautification of our downtown. Here’s a quick 

snapshot of our impact by the numbers:
As we continue our momentum in 2023, there are so 

many exciting initiatives, developments and programs that 
will benefit our residents. Here are few:

Audubon Society Award 
for preservation

Added two support staff to help with 
programs and events for seniors

Residents helped with handicap needs (Benefit Access, 
Transportation, Handicap Placards)

Families and individuals helped through 
Emergency Assistance

Toys donated to local Toys for Tots charity Daily programs, events, and 
bus trips for seniors

National Honor Society student 
volunteers earning credit and hours for 

service points through Antioch Township

Grant for Osmond Parktt

Families and individuals helped through 
Benefit Access

Individuals assisted with passport application and submission Families supported through a joint effort with the Lions Club giving 
out Thanksgiving & Christmas baskets 
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FRIDAYSMONDAYS TUESDAYS WEDNESDAYS THURSDAYS

TOWNSHIP CENTER
1625 N. Deep Lake Rd., Lake Villa, IL 60046

Hours: 8:30am-4:30pm Mon-Fri.

VILLAGE CENTER
817 Holbek Dr., Antioch, IL 60002

Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs 8:30am-4:30pm.
Tues 9am-1pm. Closed Fridays 

Senior Services: 847.395.3378 I rmehring@antiochtownshipil.gov

Township Center & Village Center
Daily Senior Events at

Games/Cards/Social
8:30am-4:30pm

Spa Toe Clinic
9am-2pm

Every six weeks/sign-up
Call Terri 262.914.2776

Lunch
11:30am-12:30pm
Sign-up required

Bingo
1pm-3pm

Events & 
Guest Speakers

Sign-up required

Card Tables
9:30am-12:30pm 

Stitch Club
9am-1pm

Events & 
Guest Speakers

Sign-up required

LINE DANCING
9am-10:30am

Norm Rennert

TAI CHI
1pm-2pm

Judy Reinholdt

Games/Cards/Social
8:30am-4:30pm

Silver & 
Gold Singers

10:30am-12pm

Lunch
12pm-1:30pm

Card Tables
1pm-4pm 

Events & 
Guest Speakers

Sign-up required

Games/Cards/Social
8:30am-4:30pm

Card Tables
12:30pm-4pm

Bingo
9:30am-11am

7/21, 8/18, 9/22, 10/6, 
11/17, 12/8

Call to register

Card Tables
9am-3:30pm 

VILLAGE CENTER TOWNSHIP CENTERVILLAGE CENTERVILLAGE CENTER

TOWNSHIP CENTER

TOWNSHIP CENTER

VILLAGE CENTER

We also have local events, bus trips and 
other outings for seniors. Please call the 

list.. 
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We also have local events, bus trips and 
other outings for seniors. Please call the 

list.. 

4/20, 5/18, 6/8
Call to register

An Investment 
in Downtown 
and Our Parks
We are wisely planning the future and have been search-

ing for grant opportunities to help reduce the taxpayer’s 
burden while improving and developing additional amenities for 
our community. 

We received a $50,000 grant from NFC/BCBS for an Outdoor 
Fitness Court to be installed at Osmond Park. We are working 
with local corporate, civic, and interested businesses to invest in 
additional sponsorship for this project. Please connect with our 
office for more information on how you can support this installa-
tion, tshaughnessy@antiochtownshipil.gov or call 847-395-3378. 

Open Space Land 
Development Grant
We are anxiously awaiting 

a positive acceptance of 
our Open Space Land Devel-
opment Grant application to 
begin the development of 
Thelen Park located near Grass 
Lake Road and Rena Avenue. 
We hope to begin moving dirt 
this Spring!

As always, our door is open, 
please connect with any one of 
our team members, and we’ll 
be happy to serve you. 

Bridge
9:00am

Board Games
12:00pm

Pinocle
12:30 PM

NEW! BUNCO
1:00 PM

4/5, 4/19, 5/3, 5/17, 6/7, 6/21
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ANTIOCH TOWNSHIP SCHEDULE OF SENIOR EVENTS
April - June 2023

Cut out below & sign up now!

FOLLOW US ON

FACEBOOK:

Antioch Township 

Senior Services

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zipcode:

Phone: 

Email:

Mark your selections

Antioch Township Event Registration

Total amount of payment 

All payments must be received 10 days before event 

Please make checks payable to: 

Antioch Township
1625 Deep Lake Road
Lake Villa, IL 60046

Attn: Renee Mehring
(Please note: Antioch Township Residents will have first availability)

Registrant Details

For information and to check availability contact Renee Mehring at 847-395-3378.

$ 

Call 847-395-3378 for information regarding senior events & programs.

Lunch with 
The King
April 13, 2023
R: $30 / NR: $40

Churches & 
Chocolates
May 23, 2023
R: $100 / NR: $115

Time After 
Time Dance
June 9, 2023
R: $10 / NR: $15

Free Monthly Monday Movies 
Series For Seniors 
April 3: Elvis
April 17: Fools Gold
May 8: Northern Lights
May 22: Dante’s Peak
June 12: Funny Girl
June 26: Sleepless in Seattle
Location: Antioch Movie Theatre, 378 Lake Street
Time: All movies start at 10am. Theatre opens at 9:30am. 

Walking Club
Lake County Forest Preserves
Our preserves are beautiful! Exercise and spend quality time outdoors with 
friends while walking in a peaceful and natural setting. Challenge yourself to 
walk half, 1, 2 or 10 miles. We will meet at a different location for each walk.
Location: Lake County Forest Preserve
May 3rd - Raven Glen, 41080 N US HWY 45, Antioch 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays - May through October
Time: 9 AM

Lunch with the King
John Van Thiel, “The Voice of Elvis,” brings his authentic renditions of Presley 
favorites, delivered with a personable performance style that makes audi-
ences feel special, resonates much of the charm that has endeared Elvis fans 
for generations. Cost includes unlimited pizza, salad, dessert, coffee/tea/soda, 
raffle prizes, and, of course, Elvis! 
Location: Anastasia’s Restaurant, 950 Hillside Avenue, Antioch 
Date: Thursday, April 13
Time: 11:30 AM
Cost: R: $30 NR: $40

Antioch Fire Department Tour 
Meet at the Village/Senior Center 15 minutes prior to tour time, we will walk 
over together to the Fire Station and learn about the heroes in our commu-
nity! Please call to sign up at the Township or Village Center.
Date: Tuesday, April 18
Time: 10 AM or 1 PM Tour Time

Afternoon Par-Tea
Fine hot tea/iced tea and desserts will be served while you enjoy special 
entertainment. Please bring your favorite teacup. Hats, gloves, boas are 
optional (and encouraged). Please call to sign up / non-residents can pay at 
the door.
Location: Village/Senior Center, 817 Holbek Drive, Antioch
Date: Thursday, May 11
Time: 1:00 PM
Cost - R: FREE NR: $5

Churches & Chocolates Tour in Milwaukee
Enjoy an action-packed day in Milwaukee! Board a luxury bus with stops at 
three Milwaukee churches for 30-minute docent led tours. We will have a 
sit-down lunch at On the Clock Tavern, and then stop at a local chocolatier to 
learn about their craft, receive samples, take home treats, and shop.
Location: 1625 Deep Lake Road, Lake Villa 
Date: Tuesday, May 23
Time: Bus departs at 9 AM. Bus returns at 4:30 PM
Cost: R: $100 NR: $115

Time After Time Dance
Dust off your fancy clothes and dance to the music you love. 
From the Big Band era to Rock and Country, our DJ will play all the greats! 
High School students will join us, share a dance and might show off with 
some fancy footwork.
Location: Village/Senior Center, 817 Holbek Drive, Antioch
Date: Friday, June 9
Time: 5-8 PM
Cost – R: $10 NR: $15

Boss of the Toss Challenge 
Cornhole, Bags, Tailgate Toss, Bean Bag Toss-call it what you want and join 
us for some fun competition! Come as a single or as a team of two. WE WILL 
BE INDOORS! Pizza, wings, and soda will be served. Please call to sign up / 
non-residents can pay at the door.
Locations: Antioch Township, 1625 N. Deep Lake Road, Lake Villa 
Date: Thursday, June 15
Time: 1:00 PM
Cost: R: FREE NR: $5
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Music is an integral part of the Emmons School program 
everyday. When students arrive in the morning they are 

greeted by staff members and uplifting music which blasts 
through the corridors. A spontaneous dance party even 
erupts some mornings! Not only is music used daily to get 
students excited and ready to learn, students also enjoy a 
formal music program. Emmons offers general music class-
es, band, and singing performances led by Megan Bering, 
Emmons Music Teacher/Director. Students receive instruc-
tion in general music classes in kindergarten through fifth 
grade. They learn the foundations of music and basic note 
reading. As part of the general music program, kindergarten 
through second grade perform a vocal performance in De-
cember and third through fifth grade students host a spring 
singing performance.

Starting in fourth grade, students can select instruments 
and start in band. Students receive both weekly small group 
lessons and full band practice. About 50% of fourth and 
fifth graders try band. Once they enter middle school, stu-
dents can continue their musical pursuit in a daily full band 
practice and instruction. Band members participate in three 
band concerts and have the opportunity to perform at the 
high school with other area middle school musicians. 

Finally, students have the opportunity to show off 
their special musical talents during our annual talent 
show. All students can participate in the event with 
performances in dance, singing, playing an instrument 
or any other talent they possess. The talent show will be 
held March 10th at 6:30pm. All community members are 
welcome to attend!

Emmons Bursts 
Forward with Music

Annual Spelling Bee a Success
Emmons School held their annual spelling bee this past month.  

Each grade level conducted a bee and determined a grade level 
winner.  The victors then participated in the school-wide spelling 
bee.  Lizzy Quirke, from 7th grade, emerged as the school spelling 
champion.  Lizzy says that she became a good speller from being 
an avid reader.  Lizzy will advance to the sectionals.  This year, 
Emmons has the honor of hosting the Sectional Spelling Bee on 
February 21st.  Twenty-six schools will be represented. We want 
to wish Lizzy good luck as she pursues success at the next level.
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During the spring of 2021, the federal government passed the 
American Rescue Plan, designed to move the country forward after 

the pandemic. This plan, along with the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) provided supplemental funding to support the 
transition to in-person learning for students ages 3-21 with disabilities. 
Like other districts across the country, Lake Villa 41 faced the challenge 
of addressing learning gaps.

The district’s approach was to create separate sensory rooms in each 
of the three elementary schools. Sensory rooms help children calm and 
focus themselves so they can be better prepared for learning and in-
teracting with others. Spending time in a sensory room helps children 
improve their visual, auditory, and tactile processing as well as fine mo-
tor skills. Each space works under the premise of teaching the Zones 
of Regulation and is designed to provide the students with choices that 
can be customized to meet their individual needs.

Whether it is utilizing the “Colt Club” at Martin Elementary School 
to regulate or calm the body, visiting Hooper’s “Sensory Suite” to 
create positive connections with other students, or taking some quiet, 
reflective time at Thompson’s “Camp Paws,” these rooms are providing 
a positive place for students to regroup and refocus. 

All district classrooms incorporate 
Leader In Me throughout language 

lessons and activities. Students use the 
7 Habits in their daily life and continue 
to practice their leadership skills by 
participating in school announcements 
and making good choices. Every school 
is planning a Family Night and Student 
Leadership Day this Spring.

The Leader in Me Student Lighthouse 
Team at Thompson School is off and 
running! These 4th and 5th-grade leaders 
consistently demonstrate exemplary 
conduct, and good judgment/decision-mak-
ing skills, while modeling the 7 Habits for 
their peers. Under the guidance, modeling, 
and support of Mrs. Dougherty and Mrs. 
Powell, these student leaders are given a 
voice and multiple opportunities to show-
case their leadership skills. The Thompson 
Student Lighthouse Team focuses on 
modeling the 7 Habits, school environment/
beautification, and service learning. 

Likewise, Martin has full-performance 
action teams and students working on 
leadership projects. Leadership is on 
full display daily; from the Martin News 
Morning Team to Library Leaders and 
Lunch Leaders, as well as classroom lead-
ership positions.

At Hooper, mornings begin with a group 
of 5th-grade leaders greeting students as 
they arrive off the buses with signs and 
warm welcomes. Grade-level buddies lead 
the school’s morning announcements. 
Students share the weather, a joke, and 
lead the Pledge of Allegiance. Fifth-grade 
Lighthouse Leaders meet weekly to plan 
different ways to improve the Hooper 
School experience. 

Students Get 
in Touch With 
Their Senses

Leader in Me: Great 
Happens Here

Mrs. Melissa Rhodes, an 8th Grade Social 
Studies Teacher, was selected by Frank-

lin Covey as a Beacon Coordinator for the 
Leader in Me. Her selection was based 
on her role as a Palombi Light-
house Coordinator and Facilitator, 
as demonstrated by Palombi’s 
excellent work with the Leader in 
Me program. Mrs. Rhodes will be 
evaluating other schools in their 
Leader in Me journeys.

Mrs. Rhodes is one of only 66 
people across the country to receive 
such recognition. Please congratulate 
Mrs. Rhodes as she assists our school and 
others in being well-rounded schools show-
casing leadership.

A Palombi Leader

Lake Villa District 41 has updated their district’s 
website. The updated website showcases how 

District 41 is special place for children to grow 
and learn. School cultures are captured through 
videos and pictures featured on the website.

The website and app enables our principals 
to easily communicate their school’s story. Also 
through the app, parents have easy access documents, news updates, 
and emergency notifications.

To visit our new website, scan here or visit district41.org.

Check Out Our 
New App & Website



Spring 2023 I Connections Magazine 27

L
a
k
e

 V
illa

 To
w

n
sh

ip

Jean Smuda
Clerk

Jeffery Lee
Assessor

Jim Jorgensen
Highway Commissioner

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Paul Berker
Joy Johnson
Gerald Coia

Barbara Stout

Daniel Venturi
Supervisor

Lake Villa Township is excited at present the concept plan for the new communi-
ty park. The park is located just north of Caboose Park on Fairfield Rd and will 

include six outdoor pickle ball courts (convertible to tennis), Shuffle board court, 
in line skate plaza community garden area. Winter uses include two refrigerated ice 
rinks, one for hockey and free skating. The park will have washroom facilities, fire 
pits and warming shelter.  The parks development and timing is dependent on grant 
funding but has a projected completion would be fall of 2024. 

Lake Villa Township will host a public input forum on Monday March 13th at 
5:30 pm at Caboose Park 37908 N. Fairfield Rd. Lake Villa, IL.  

A New Park Is in the Works

Lake Villa Township West Campus Community Center
37850 N. Rt. 59 Lake Villa, IL

LAKE VILLA TOWNSHIP’S 

St. Patrick’s Day Senior Event
Friday March 17, 2023 at Noon

Please join us for an afternoon of fun, 
bingo with Corned beef and cabbage. 

Wear your lucky Irish charm!
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Have a great photo from our community?
Send us your high-res image to connections@chsd117.org and we 
will select the best image to be featured here on Community Capture!

PHOTO BY

Sam
Worden

our community


