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Referendum Passes! Thank You, Antioch 34 voters
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Although my contract didn’t officially start until Friday July
1, I used the day and a half following my arrival in Korea to
shake my jet lag from the 14-hour flight and to start mentally
preparing myself for teaching in the very near future. There’s
something about teaching in July that felt very foreign to
me, and truth be told it took some serious willpower during
the first few days of my contract to adjust to it! The first day
was spent finalizing all of the paperwork for my year ahead.
I was taken to the Changwon hospital where I, along with
15 other newly arrived English teachers, had a full medical,
dental, and vision examination completed, ate my first
Korean “meal” in a grocery store, and was told that I was to
teach grade 3 through grade 6 at three elementary schools
in the Miryang area.

— continued on Page 4

other schools have a combined gymnasium/cafeteria space.
There also is a wide range of fluctuation in the size of the
classroom space, quality of lighting, room temperature, and
other variables that impact student learning. The Master
Facility Plan proposes to increase the equity and quality of
learning spaces across the District.

Capitalize on the Timing of Retirement of Debt Obligations

Over the years, District 34 has acquired 16 portable
classrooms to accommodate growing student populations.
These learning spaces are not ideal and require students
and staff to travel out of doors to access the main buildings.
Not only will the elimination of portable classrooms
enhance student and staff safety and security, but it also will
provide greater aesthetic value on our school campuses.

District 34 will replace existing debt that is due to retire in
2017. The passed referendum will not increase the amount
of annual property taxes paid by a homeowner for the
District’s bond and interest payments.
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“Expect the unexpected,” and also, “Get comfortable being
uncomfortable.” This had all of the ingredients for a great,
life-changing experience…

were removed from school campuses over the
the referendum that voters passed in April.

Eliminate Portable/Mobile Classrooms

There is a wide range of quality of learning spaces as
a result of the age of school buildings ranging from 15
years old to 90 years old. Some schools have central air
conditioning while others do not. Some schools have
separate spaces for the gymnasium and cafeteria while

Written by Brendan Frank

Since the referendum passed, District 34 has now moved
into the design and detail phase of the project. This process
began immediately after the referendum passed so that
blueprints and detailed construction documents can be
created. Portable classrooms at both Oakland Elementary
and W.C. Petty Elementary also have been removed in order
to prepare for construction. District 34 is now in the process
of conducting a school boundary study to determine which
neighborhoods will attend each of the three elementary
schools.

Brendan Frank taught English to elementary students in South
Korea during the 2016–2017 school year.
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Shift to a K-5 Grade Level
Configuration

Create Greater Equity of Learning Spaces Across all Schools

Experiences as a Guest English Teacher in South Korea, July 2016–June 2017
n June 28, 2016 I boarded a plane flying from
Chicago’s O’Hare Airport to Seoul, South Korea.
After a ten-month-long planning and application
process, I was going to live in Korea for one year
as a Guest English Teacher in Korean public schools. A few
days prior to my flight, after finishing my sixth year as Band
Director for Antioch Upper Grade School, I was told that I
was to be placed (along with my girlfriend Kelly, who also
would be teaching abroad in Korea for the year) in the
city of Miryang. However, I was not told at what school
(or schools, as I would later find out) I would be teaching,
where the schools were located, or what grades I would
be teaching, and I only had a basic introduction to being
a Guest English Teacher through my TESOL certification
in December 2015. In addition to that, I didn’t know how
to speak or read any Korean. If there are any lessons that I
have learned from my time in Korea, I submit the following:

Sixty-three percent of voters
said “yes” to the District 34
referendum in the April 4, 2017
election. Because of this vote
of confidence, District 34 will
be working to accomplish the
following outcomes:

In the current District 34
configuration, students attend
three different schools during
their K-8 school experience.
Hillcrest Elementary School
serves as the pre-kindergarten,
kindergarten, and first grade
center. Students then attend
one of three elementary schools
that serve a grade 2-5 population
(Oakland, W.C. Petty, and Antioch
Mobile classrooms
Elementary School). All students
summer as part of
then attend Antioch Upper Grade
School (AUGS) for their remaining
sixth through eighth grade years. District 34 is planning
to change the configuration to a K-5 structure, which will
reduce the number of required school transitions. The
proposed configuration also creates neighborhood schools
and allows for more efficient bussing.
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